Commentary

Lines 41-5. Here I have been finding a misery long forgotten,
... I want you to tell me about my father.

The topic of Harry's father has already shown itself as
prominent in Harry's mind, as if in a knowledge of his
father's life lay the clue to the guilts that pursue him. 'I
want to know more about my father' he tells Dr. War-
burton (II. i. 63). Warburton tells him his father and
mother were not happy together (II. i. 74-5). Warburton
also (unintentionally) tells him that Agatha could explain,
by his remark I advise you strongly, not to ask your aunt
(II. i. 97). He immediately tries to cover up the hint he has
let slip by adding 'I mean, there is nothing she could tell
you.9 This is a white lie of Warburton's. But Harry is not
deceived by it; he is now trying to follow his clue in the
direction blurted out by the doctor.
Line 61. The liberated from the human wheel.

Compare I. i. 336. This use of wheel-imagery differs
from that discussed in the note on II. L 13; here and at
I. i. 336 Harry uses it to describe a human soul attached
to worldly life and its cares and terrors (not freed by
yielding the will into the will of God; Harry does not yet
understand this further point, but it is in Eliot's mind).
Line 120. Everything is true in a different sense

Compare I. L 843. A truth that keeps forcing itself upon
him.
Lines 122r-5. Everything tends... seemed the ruin.

Harry means that in the light of what he is now learning,
the course of his life falls into position for him as naturally
and as inevitably as trees and stones fall by the law of
gravity. In the end we see the pattern; if, in the obvious
sense of the words, Agatha had been Harry's mother (by
adultery with Harry's father), it would have ruined the
life of Wishwood; now, in the non-obvious sense of the words,
Agatha can claim to be Harry's mother (for the reasons
she gives) and that is being completed in the relationship
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